
U3A Art Appreciation Group Visit to Wilden Church  

Members of the Art Appreciation Group were privileged to have a private visit to Wilden Church, 

Stourport-on-Severn, to see the magnificent Burne-Jones stained glass windows – the most 

complete set of exclusive Burne-Jones/Morris & Co windows in the UK. 

  Wilden Church 

 

Entering together as a group, we experienced a ‘wow moment’ as the full impact of the windows 

made their impression. We were then welcomed by Pam Craven, a co-author of a book about the 

Wilden Pre-Raphaelite Glass, and an acknowledged expert on the subject. Refreshments were 

offered and while we were enjoying these, Pam gave a very thorough and illuminating talk on the 

history of the Church, the Baldwin Family connections, the story of ‘the MacDonald Sisters’, the 

meaning and significance of the windows, and the other artefacts of merit in the church, which is 

designated as Grade II listed by Historic England.  

  Burne-Jones windows in Wilden Church 

 

She pointed out details in the windows, gave anecdotes about the famous people associated with 

the church, told us some interesting facts about traditions connected with the church and 

highlighted some commemorative tablets, placed around the church on the walls. The Baldwins 

were connected, through the MacDonald sisters by marriage, to Rudyard Kipling, Edward Burne-

Jones and Edward Poynter, President of the Royal Academy. She pointed out the pews, designed in 

the Arts and Crafts style, that complemented the overall ambience of the Church, and she indicated 

the Altar Tapestries, designed by William Morris and created by Louisa Baldwin.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grade_II


   Arts and Crafts pews in Wilden Church 

 

Pam explained that even the windows were designed ‘as a whole’, with the William Morris 

Agapanthus backgrounds and Burne-Jones figures. 

The original windows were replaced, between 1902 and 1914, with 14 designs by Sir Edward Burne-
Jones, a brother-in-law of Alfred Baldwin—they were both married to members of the famous 
MacDonald sisters. They are mostly dedicated to members of the MacDonald, Baldwin and Burne-
Jones families; one shows Alfred Baldwin's only child, the future prime minister, Stanley Baldwin, 
setting out on life's journey accompanied by a guardian angel.  

The group enjoyed the visit so much that many were reluctant to leave, and postcards and books 

were readily bought as a memento of a truly unique visit. 

Heidy Hague 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Coley_Burne-Jones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Coley_Burne-Jones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MacDonald_sisters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_Baldwin

